
 
 

Summer Camp 2026 Q & A 
About the Construction 

What’s happening this summer? 
Our Hemlock Dorm will be under construction as we build a new, fully 
accessible dorm. All campers will sleep in CY Lodge, the Yurt, or Platform 
Tents. 

Will camp still happen? 
Yes! Camp will run as usual. The construction area will be fenced off and 
safe. 

Can we see the new building? 
We’ll share photos and updates online. Families can tour the new building 
once it’s finished. 

 

Safety & Noise 

Is the construction area safe? 
Yes. It will be completely fenced off and supervised. Campers will not go near 
it. 

Will there be noise? 
There may be daytime construction noise. We’ll support campers with 
sensory needs using headphones, quiet spaces, and calming breaks. Please 
bring your own noise canceling headphones if you foresee this being a 
distraction for your camper.  

 

Sleeping & Living Arrangements 

Where will campers sleep? 
We will still have 7 total camper groups. 

 4 groups will be housed in CY Lodge  
3 groups downstairs & 1 upstairs [F Group] 

 1 group will stay in the Yurt. 
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 1 group will stay in the Platform Tents. 
 1 group will be up upper Barlow (G group) 

 
To ensure safety, comfort, and accessibility, campers must be able-bodied 
and independent with ADLs to be placed in the Upstairs Cy and Platform 
Tent groups. 
 
Will the groups in CY be Male or Female? 
All the groups in CY Lodge will be the same gender (male or female) and the 
Yurt & Platform tent groups will be the same gender (male or female). 
G Group will remain co-ed. 
 

How will sleeping groups work? 
Groups will still be based on camper needs, though some age mixes may 
vary. Staff will help campers adjust to new spaces.  

Can my camper still sleep in a tent?  
No. If your camper typically slept in a personal tent on the porch of Hemlock 
or in CY Lodge, we will NOT be able to accommodate that this summer due to 
limited housing space. Please talk with your camper about what the lodging 
spaces are and prep them that personal tents won’t be available.  
 
Will counselors and staff still be on night duty? 
Yes. Night duty will remain the same. Two counselors or staff will be on duty 
each night per group. A director and a nurse will also still be on duty each 
night.  
 
My camper has never been inside CY Lodge, the Yurt or Platform tents, 
how can I show them what their lodging might look like? 
Resources will be available in March with pictures and videos of the buildings. 
There are also social stories and visuals to prepare them for camp this 
summer.  
 
My camper typically comes to Camp with a Caregiver; can the caregiver 
still attend? 
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Due to space limitations in the lodge this season, we will only have room for 
one camper who requires a caregiver per week.  
 
If your camper typically attends with a caregiver, we may be able to 
accommodate additional caregiver-supported campers if the caregiver and 
camper are willing to sleep in a personal recreation tent outside the main 
building. 
 
For campers who typically come with a caregiver and apply for camp in 
2026, you will be contacted before the lottery begins to discuss whether a 
tent accommodation is a possibility. 
 

 

Daily Activities 

Will activities change? 
No. Campers will still enjoy swimming, arts & crafts, adventure, karaoke, 
horses, recreation, fishing, dance, Staff Infection Band, and more.  

The only activity we won’t have is adaptive bikes.  

Art will take place in the field at picnic tables.  

Recreation will move to the field.  

There will be a viewing area of the construction site while campers are fishing 
or having free time.  

Will group schedules and routines stay the same? 
Yes. We are keeping daily schedules as consistent as possible. 

 

Drop-Off & Logistics 

Will check-in and pick-up change? 
Check-In will take place from the road. Families will park along the road 
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and walk in with their camper’s belongings. Our check-in table and nursing 
station will be located in the field at the picnic tables. We will have extra 
volunteers to assist with this process. 
 
*Accessible parking will be available behind Fanning only for those who 
need it. 
 
Check-Out will run as a drive-up car line behind Fanning. Campers will be 
waiting in the field and will walk to their car once their ride arrives. 
 
Thank you for being patient and courteous as we navigate this adjusted 
process! 

Can our family travel during our camper’s week? 
Because some campers may need extra help adjusting to the temporary 
changes, we recommend families stay within two hours of camp this 
summer. 

 

Lottery, Refunds & Eligibility 

Will there still be a lottery to get into camp? 
Yes. Enrollment will look the exact same. 

If my camper needs to leave early, do we get a refund? 
No. Activity fees are only refunded if canceled at least one week before 
check-in for medical reasons. 

Will there be a change in eligibility standards? 
No. Our eligibility standards will remain the same. 
 
However, due to using only one lodge this season and having very limited 
accessible space, we can only accommodate a smaller number of 
campers who require full care.  
This includes campers who utilize a wheelchair or other mobility devices, 
and campers who require a medical bed. 
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We want to be transparent so families can plan, and we appreciate your 
understanding as we work within these temporary space limitations. 

 

Preparing Your Camper 

Will visuals or social stories be available? 
Yes! Social stories and a visual social story are available now on our website. 
We’ll have more available in March.  

I have more questions. Who can I talk to? 
We will be holding live virtual Q & A sessions for campers and families to 
get more information about enrollment and speak to the Executive Director, 
Programs Director, and Operations Directors directly.  
 
Dates: 

 January 7th at 6:00-6:45pm 
 January 14th at 12:30-1:15pm 
 January 24th at 10:00-10:45am 

 
We will send all camper families a link in January to these sessions. Hop on 
whichever one works best for you!  
 
*Please respect that this is a lot of change not only for you but for MHKC 
staff as well. We would love for all your questions to be saved and brought to 
one of these sessions instead of over email.  
 

I’m a little worried about all this change, will my camper still have a great 
experience? 
Absolutely. Our team is prepared to support all campers and provide a fun, 
meaningful, and safe camp week as always! Remember this is just for ONE 
summer, and then we will have a beautiful new building to replace the 
Hemlock Dorm! 

 


